Guilin Declaration (Guilin, China)

Boao Forum for Asia-Tourism Conference
November 19, 2002

Co-organized by China National Tourism Administration (CNTA), Boao Forum for Asia (BFA), and Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD), The Boao Forum for Asia-Tourism Conference was held in Guilin, China from November 17-19, 2002. Delegates from BFA, as well as over 500 experts, scholars and other travel industry personnel from all over the world attended the conference. Mr.Francesco Frangialli, Secretary-General of the World Tourism Organization, was among the distinguished guests who addressed the conference.

Recognizing the strategic partnership among the government sector, tourism industry and local communities in the promotion of local sustainable tourism, thereby underlying the important role of Boao Forum for Asia and Asia Cooperation Dialogue as dual tracks in forging Asia-wide cooperation.

The topics of the conference focused from Asian regional tourism cooperation and development, new tourist products development, sustainable development of tourism, and socio-economic contributions from tourism sector. In-depth discussions and deliberations were made at the conference, and we have arrived at the following important initiatives:

(I) Asian Regional Tourism Cooperation and Development

1. As and important segment of the global tourism industry, Asian tourism, though a late-starter, has enjoyed a track record of sound development. Countries and regions in Asia are generally rich in tourism resources and take a positive approach to the formulation of tourism policy. All this has made it possible to witness the increasing prosperity of the future of tourism in Asia, which will continue to be the fastest-growing region in the global tourism industry.
2. The key to the development of tourism is in the areas of government guidance, greater cooperation, market-oriented operations and further industry commercialization. However, since tourism pervades a wide spectrum of human activities and interfaces many levels, thrusts and interests, it is essential that national tourism policies be integrated into national development and resource management plans. Countries and regions in Asia should make greater efforts to enhance their awareness of tourism development, and promote tourism by strengthening sound policy formulation and infrastructure development.
3. The high proportion of intra-regional tourism within Asia provides a solid foundation for Asian tourism development. Intra-regional and bilateral tourism should be further promoted among Asian countries and regions by removing barriers to tourist flow and simplifying travel administration and service. These measures will have a tremendous impact on the enhancement of tourism throughout countries and regions in Asia.

4. For the purpose of strengthening tourism cooperation among countries and regions in Asia, the following suggestions should be taken in the foreseeable future:

· Exchange and sharing of tourism information

· Training of tourism personnel, and management professionals in particular

· Adoption of measures to facilitate intra-regional tourism

· Study of global tourism trends and their impacts on Asia’s economy and tourism industry

5. While stressing intra-regional tourism exchange and cooperation, countries and regions in Asia should also further intensify their efforts on inter-continental tourism cooperation, and actively participate in tourism exchange and promotional activities organized by the World Tourism Organization and other international tourism institutions.

(II) Tourist Product Development and Innovation
6. The uniqueness, popularity, marketability and rich variety are main attractions of tourist products. Countries and regions in Asia should work harder to develop their traditional, as well as new tourist products.

7. An emphasis on the protection of the natural environment and historic cultural relics should be observed in tourist product development, so as to contribute to both the present generation, as well as generations to come. The Conference calls upon UNSECO, UNEP and other inter-governmental agencies to intensify efforts in collaboration with the concerned countries to protect cultural, historical and natural heritage.

8. Tourist product development should be market-oriented. Efforts should be made to develop popular and unique tourist products that meet market demands. At the same time, tourist product development should also have close integration with social and economic development. In areas where conditions are ripe, eco-tourism, agricultural-tourism, industrial-tourism and metropolitan-tourism should be encouraged so as to create more and new tourist products.
9. Tourism elements should be closely integrated in the tourist product development, so as to provide value for money products with safe and sound environment.

10. At present the fast growing IT industry has brought forth a profound revolution in tourist services and tourism promotion. Countries and regions in Asia should be committed to furthering the tourism information network and expedite e-commerce applications in tourism promotional programs for increasing the market share of their respective products.
(III) Sustainable Tourism Development
11. Sustainability is the guiding principle in the social-economic development, which should be unswervingly abided by countries and regions in Asia.

12. The full understanding of the principle of sustainable development should widely realized. More attention should be paid to balance the use of resources and protection of resources and environment.

13. The rational planning and proper implementation of development plans is vital to carry out the strategies of sustainable tourist development. Countries and regions in Asia should attach more importance to this practice and make every possible attempt to reduce risk and negative effects caused by unplanned project development and implementation.
14. Efforts should be made to promote the environment-friendly development, such as pollution-free products and environment-friendly management. The principles of sustainable development should be materialized in developing tourist products.
15. Conservation of resources, and protection of destination environment require unswerving efforts from developers and operators, as well as the support and cooperation of tourists themselves. Tourists are encouraged to travel in orderly, healthy, environment-friendly fashion so as to reduce the negative impacts of human activities to local ecology and environment.

16. Sustainable tourism development is confronted with emerging problems, terrorism threat I particular. Therefore, the Conference supports governments in Asia to take firm necessary measures against terrorism so as to ensure a safe and secure environment for tourism development.
(IV) Social and Economic Contributions of Tourism

17. Tourism is and industry capable of fully and effectively mobilizing resources. The development of tourism transforms tourist resources into economic resources, which increased hard currency earnings, help under-developed areas to alleviate poverty, and stimulate neighboring areas to create new sources of economic activities.

18. Tourism is a labor-intensive industry. Development of tourism industry will create a large number of employment opportunities directly and indirectly, thus boosting economic prosperity and social progress.

19. Tourism is and industry showcasing the unique characteristics of national cultures to the outside world that will enable communities to demonstrate their fine histories and cultures, thus promoting communication and mutual understanding among civilizations and cultures.

20. Tourism is a cause conductive to world peace. The development of tourism industry will enhance the friendships between peoples, strengthen direct information exchanges, and promote peace and progress among nations.

21. We are convinced that the tourism industry can play an important role in national and regional economic and social development, and make significant contributions to world peace and progress. Therefore, countries and regions in Asia should attach more importance to tourism development, and work hard to promote tourism cooperation, creating a brighter future with counterparts throughout the world for global tourism industry.

The Conference participants would like to extend their appreciation to the co-organizers CNTA, BFA and ACD for excellent organization, and Guilin Municipal People’s Government for the friendly reception and  warm hospitality. It is also believed that this conference should be the starting point for establishing a cooperative and collaborative mechanism, enabling industry professionals in Asia to meet regularly or whenever necessary to discuss and deliberate major issues concerning regional tourism cooperation and development. We hope Boao Forum for Asia will follow up on this initiative, and strive for achieving our common goals, with support from BFA initial member countries.
