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Stop Judaisation of Jerusalem: Emir
Emir calls for UN probe into Israeli actions since the 1967 occupation of Arab Jerusalem

DOHA: In a bold statement, 
the Emir, H H Sheikh Hamad 
bin Khalifa Al Thani, yesterday 
said it is the weakness of ‘Us 
The Rulers’ that a tough fight 
to protect the Arab and Islamic 
identity of Jerusalem has not 
been put up, and urged the 
United Nations to probe Israel’s 
sinister acts to obliterate the 
Arab and Islamic character of 
the holy city.

What is real is real irrespective 
of what one does to suppress it, 
said the Emir referring to Israel’s 
sinister plans to remove Arab and 
Islamic heritage of Jerusalem. 
“The Arab and Islamic identity 
of the holy city is in danger,” the 
Emir said.

“With its mosques and 
churches, Jerusalem will con-
tinue to retain its Arab, Islamic 
and Christian identity,” he 
said, opening the ‘International 
Conference for the Defence of 
Al Quds’ (Jerusalem) here 
yesterday.

More than 350 people, among 
them political leaders, diplo-
mats, academics and leaders 
representing Islam, Judaism and 
Christianity from all over the 
world, are attending the two-day 
conference that concludes today.

The Emir proposed that the UN 
Security Council be approached 
to pass a resolution to set up an 
international investigation com-
mittee to probe all the actions 
taken by Israel since the 1967 
occupation of Arab Jerusalem to 
obliterate the Islamic and Arab 
landmarks.

The proposed UN Security 
Council resolution will be 

consistent with several previ-
ous resolutions of the Security 
Council, calling on Israel to 
retract all its actions taken to 
Judaise Jerusalem, he said.

The Emir asked the 
Palestinians to unite by enforc-
ing their ‘national reconciliation 
plan’ and put in place an extensive 
strategy to rescue Jerusalem, and 
pledged Qatar’s full and uncon-
ditional support in this pious 
mission.

“Steps must be taken on 

an urgent basis to stop the 
Judaisation of Jerusalem. We 
must move quickly to protect the 
holy city,” he said.

What Israel is doing in 
Jerusalem is a clear violation of 
the international law and global 
humanitarian norms as well as of 
the various UN General Assembly 
and Security Council resolutions 
concerning the Palestinian people, 
he added.

“Therefore, what we need today 
is a firm stand to face the blatant 

Israeli challenge which has put 
the Arab identity of Al Quds in 
great danger.”

Arab unity is a must to face 
the Israeli violations and pre-
serve the identity of Jerusalem. 
All countries and governments of 
the world must realise that there 
is a unified Arab stand that will 
not accept anything shorter than 
just peace based on the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people, 
the Emir said.

The Emir reiterated his stand 

on the Palestinian issue and 
expressed his unflinching support 
for the people of Palestine and for 
the establishment of an independ-
ent Palestinian state.

Ethnic cleansing of original 
inhabitants of Jerusalem is on and 
their heritage and history, both 
Islamic and Christian, are being 
distorted and destroyed. The his-
tory of Arab Jerusalem is 3,000 
years old, he added.

One cannot think of a 
Palestine without Jerusalem and 
a Jerusalem without Al Aqsa 
Mosque. From 1948 Israel has 
been distorting the history of 
Jerusalem, he said.

Israeli attempts to tell the world 
that the history of Jerusalem is 
not what it actually is, are nasty, 
the Emir added.

Narrating an incident, the Emir 
said a media person once asked a 
then woman premier of Israel as 
to what had been the worst day 
in her life and she replied that it 
was when one of her compatriots 
wanted to put Al Aqsa Mosque 
on fire because she thought that 
would be the last day of Israel.

The Emir didn’t say but the 
message underlying the incident 
was arguably that the fire would 
have united Muslims all over the 
world. And asked about her most 
enjoyable day, the-then Israeli 
premier said when she heard 
Muslims ‘only’ talk and condemn 
what Israel had been doing were 
her ‘best days’. The message here 
was that Muslims only talk and 
take little action to confront 
Israel and its anti-Palestinian pol-
icies and acts. THE PENINSULA

See also page 3

Ferry service 
from new airport 
to West Bay

Syrians vote on 
new constitution

DOHA: Four out of the nine 
ships set to service passen-
gers from the New Doha 
International Airport (NDIA) 
to the Towers Area in West 
Bay are currently being built, 
Al Sharq daily has reported.

Expected to be ready in six 
months, each of the four ships 
has a capacity of between 40 to 
110 passengers. Combining tradi-
tional design with advanced fea-
tures, the ships are expected to be 
completed ahead of the opening 
of NDIA and will service passen-
gers to the Towers Area where 
many hotels frequented by tour-
ist are located. Two ports will be 
set up, one at the point of depar-
ture in NDIA and the other at 
the Towers Area where the ships 
will be received.

There were plans for the con-
struction of a tunnel linking 
NDIA to the Towers Area to ease 
the traffic on the Corniche when 
the new airport opens. 
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DAMASCUS: Syrians voted 
yesterday on a new constitution 
in the face of opposition calls for 
a boycott and deadly violence 
that Washington has said made 
the exercise “laughable.” 

Voting had been extended by 
three hours until 10.00pm in some 
areas due to a “continuous turn-
out” state television announced, 
as ballot counting began in other 
centres after 7.00pm. A UK-based 
watchdog reported that new vio-
lence in the country left at least 
33 people dead.  See also page 6

The Emir H H Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani at the Doha International Conference for the Defence of Al Quds 
at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel yesterday. Also seen is Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas (left).
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Compass School 
gets double honour
BY FAZEENA SALEEM 

DOHA: The ‘World Education Games,’ an exciting 
online event where thousands of students compete 
in spelling, math and science questions has this year 
selected a school and a student as the event’s ambas-
sador for Qatar. Compass International School has 
been selected to the prestigious position of being the 
Ambassador School for the World Education Games 
for Qatar, and one of three schools in the Middle East 
region. 

Lisa Fälth, year 8 student at 
the school, will be functioning 
as the Student Ambassador 
for Qatar, charged with rais-
ing the profile of the games 
through the media. “I feel very 
proud of being the ambassador 
of Qatar and I think it’s a great 
job and very exciting,” Fälth, a 
Swedish student living in Doha 
for three and half years told The 
Peninsula yesterday. 

“Qatar is special because it 
has students from all over the 
world learning together. I come 
from Sweden and I think it’s 
cool that I can play against people in my home country 
while I am living in the Middle East,” she said. 

“I have to educate Qatar about the event and inform 
them as much as possible,” Lisa explained about her role 
as the ambassador. Also she will be assisted by Menna 
Shibl and Doreinverspui, two other students in her work. 

This worldwide event, sponsored by the Unicef, is an 
exciting online activity for all schools and students around 
the world. It will be held between March 6 and 8, involving 
5.5 million students from over 200 countries. This global 
challenge is designed to get all students between the age 
of four years and 18 years excited about learning, and to 
give the top students in each school an opportunity to see 
how they measure up against the best.

“I want to see more students from Qatar participating 
in this,” said Lisa. She and her school had been selected to 
function as ambassadors through applications submitted 
for the position. Students register online for the event 
and take part on Galaxy Tab 10.1 - the tablet device for 
education. Students and classes take part in 4 age cat-
egories as 4-7 years, 8-10 years, 11-13 years, 14-18 years 
at the World Education Games. 

On World Maths Day, students progress through 
5 levels of difficulty in arithmetic and mental com-
putation, and earn 1 point for every correct answer. 
Similarly, on World Spelling Day, students progress 
through 5 levels of difficulty based upon word com-
plexity and context, earning 1 point for every correct 
answer. World Science Day, which will be held for the 
first time this year, is slightly different – with 3 levels 
of difficulty within each challenge. 

While, over the last five years, students have shown 
an average improvement of over 30 percent in speed and 
accuracy on World Maths Day, making it a powerful way 
to improve core computation and number skills, says 
statistics given by the World Education Games. 

Similarly, World Spelling Day has achieved dramatic 
average improvement results, with 2011 showing a 25pre-
cent improvement in speed and accuracy, it claims. 

In addition all schools participating in the World 
Education Games taking place in March will unite 
together in support of Unicef ’s School-In-A-Box pro-
gramme. A donation of US$236 to Unicef, will contribute 
to purchase a School-In-A-Box, a learning kit which gives 
around 80 children the opportunity to start school, which 
could be an immediate, tangible impact in poor communi-
ties, and can be replenished year after year.
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Don’t call Zionists Jews: Top Rabbi
BY MOHAMMED IQBAL

DOHA: A Jewish leader from 
Palestine yesterday urged the Islamic 
world not to equate Zionism with 
Judaism and stop calling Zionists as 
Jews.

Addressing the opening session 
of the International Conference for 
Defence of Al Quds (Jerusalem), 
Rabbi Yisroel D Weiss, representing 
the international Jewish group Neturei 
Karta International (Jews United 
Against Zionism) said the state of 
Israel, established by the Zionists had 
no legitimacy in the Jewish faith nor 
in the international law.

“We represent the real Jews from 
Palestine who believe in God and in 
the Torah. We oppose the Zionist occu-
pation of Al Quds (Jerusalem) and 
want an end to the barbaric acts of 
the Zionist state. Jews have no nation. 
Those who believe in Torah can not 
support the establishment of a Jewish 
state,” said D Weiss.

He urged the meeting to take a deci-
sion asking the Muslim world media 
to stop using the terms Zionists and 
Jews as synonyms. “This is the best 
way to stop the Zionists from gaining 
legitimacy for their acts,” said D Weiss.

He said the Zionists were exploiting 
Holocaust to gain international sup-
port and sympathy.

“International opinion is being 
deceived by the Holocaust. Zionists 
are talking about Holocaust as if they 
are representing the Jewish people. 
They want more Jews to be killed and 

terrorised all over the world so that 
they can capitalise on that and force 
more Jews to go Palestine,” he added.

He said the 
land of Palestine 
belonged to the 
Palestinians and five 
million Palestinian 
refugees expelled 
by the Zionists have 
the right to return 
to their homeland 
under international 
law and the UN 
resolutions.

He argued that 
Palestinian issue 
can not be settled 
through negotia-
tions or through a 
two-state solu-
tion. The establish-
ment of a unified 
Palestinian state 
is the only last-
ing solution to the 
problem.

He described the 
Zionist state as “ter-
rorist state” and 
made a passionate 
appeal to the inter-
national community 
to stop the killing 
of Palestinians and 
bring the perpetra-
tors of such violence 
and oppression 
before international 
law. 

Talking to The Peninsula later, Rabbi 
Dovid Feldman from New York, who is 
also a member of Jews United Against 

Zionism, said the only solution to the 
Palestinian issue is the “peaceful dis-
mantling of the state of Israel.”

“The Zionist state will cease to exist 
since it was founded on injustice. Evil 
will not last for ever. Before one is being 
defeated, he may become stronger, as 
the saying goes. The Zionist state is 
now at this position,” said Feldman.

It is unfortunate that many people 
do not differentiate between Zionism 
and Judaism. This is a success of the 
Zionist propaganda. Judaism is religion 
while Zionism is a nationalist ideology. 
It is a transformation of Judaism from 
religion and spirituality into national-
ism and materialism, he added.

Jews are not supposed to create a 
state of their own as per their religious 
faith. Establishing a state by expelling 
another people by force from their 
homeland is even more unjust.

He said many people in the West are 
supporting the Zionist state of Israel 
just because of ignorance or due to the 
powerful Zionist propaganda.

“I visited Gaza recently and brought 
with me some pictures of the grave 
humanitarian situation there. Many 
people in our area never knew about 
such situation,” said Feldman.

He added that his group’s campaign 
against Zionism was slowly gaining 
support among Jews all over the world, 
as well as other communities.

“You will be surprised to see large 
Jewish communities in New York 
city without a single Israeli flag,” said 
Feldman.
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Al Jamiliyya secures 
place in final
DOHA: The Al Jamiliyya team emerged as 
first finalists besting two other teams under 
Group A at the first-ever Al Qalail Hunting 
Championships taking place at the Al Qalail 
and Al Areeq areas, south of Qatar.

After four days of grueling competition, Al 
Jamiliyya garnered a total of 272 points to secure 
a spot at the finals. They were followed by Dukhan 
team with 105 points and Wadi Jalal with 90 points 
respectively. 

“This is a great triumph for our team, truly a 
momentous one,” said Al Kharbash Al Mansoori, 
team leader of Al Jamiliyya, adding, “My ambition 
is to win the final of the championship.”

Given the harsh weather conditions and the fact 
it was his first time to engage in hunting in a tra-
ditional way, Al Mansoori said the competitions 
was very difficult but with the collaborative effort 
among the six members of his team they were able 
to consistently maintain on the top spot in the 
entire duration of the competition. 

“Although I have camels and birds including 
my falcon from Libya, this is my first time to 
hunt in a traditional way. I, along with my team, 
have learned how to deal with difficulties in away 
from the comforts everyday life offers us,” said 
Talal Hassan Zabin Al Otibi, Al Jamiliyya team 
member.

Mohammad Abdulhadi Al Shawani, another Al 
Jamilyya team member, said apart from making it 
to the finals, it gives him great pride to participate 
in the competition because of what he had learned.

“The competition provided a wealth of experi-
ence of the hobby handed to us by our grandfathers 
and we appreciate even more the difficulties they 
had to face during their time,” he said.

“This event being the first of its kind, has been 
successful which other countries might follow in 
the future,” said Mohammad Jabor Rashid Al 
Marri, team leader of Dukhan.
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Creation of Israel has no legitimacy in Jewish faith, says Rabbi Yisroel D Weiss

New York-based Rabbi Dovid Feldman (left), member of Jews 
United Against Zionism, at the International Conference for 
Defence of Al Quds (Jerusalem) at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel 
yesterday.

Lisa Fälth


